
 

Meet Joanne Estes, Occupational Therapist 
Joanne Estes has been an Occupational Therapist for the last 41 years, with a 35 year 
career in academia. She recently retired from Xavier University where she served 
numerous roles including faculty member and department chairperson. Joanne’s 
leadership within program development led to the establishment of Xavier’s Bachelors, 
Masters, and Doctorate degree in Occupational Therapy.  At the University level Joanne 
was a member  of Xavier’s Institutional Review Board for 11 years and served as co-chair 
for 6 additional years. On the departmental level she served as the Coordinator of 
Research. Joanne’s teaching and research focus areas were professional ethics, 
occupation-based practice, and quantitative inquiry.  

What led you to apply for the Board? 

I am at a point in my career where I can provide service and ‘give back’ to the profession. 
I applied to be a member to be of service and contribute my knowledge and professional 
experiences to the functioning of the Board. 

What is your favorite part of Board service? 

I truly enjoy meeting and working with the other 
OTs in the OT Section and the other professions’ 
members of the Joint Board. We all bring unique 

perspectives to share in critical discussions in ensuring that as a Board we have 
carefully and thoroughly considered complex issues from multiple angles before 
arriving at an optimal decision. 

Do you have any advice for Board license holders? 

My main advice to license holders is to pay close and on-going attention to 
communications from the Board and to changes in the Laws and Rules. Our practice 
environments are rapidly and constantly changing and we at the Board work hard to 
provide resources to help license holders navigate complex issues that arise from the 
same.  Please be sure to reach out to the Board if you have questions or concerns 
about what actions you should take to make sure you are practicing within the legal 
and ethical bounds of our Laws and Rules. 
 

All meetings will take place in-person at 

the Vern Riffe Center, 77 South High 

Street, 19th Floor, Columbus, OH 43215 

Joint OTPTAT Board 

January 20, 2022- Room  1948 10:00 

AM 

Call in (audio only) 

tel:+16147212972,,712625061# 

  

OPP Advisory Council 

January 20, 2022-Room 1924 8:30 

AM 

Vern Riffe Center, 77 South High Street, 

19th Floor, Columbus, OH 43215 

Call in (audio only) 

tel:+16147212972,,477267174# 
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Schedule of January 2022 OTPTAT Board Meetings: Continuing 

Education 

A list of board approved 
continuing education 
credit courses for OTs and 
Ats can now be found on 
the OTPTAT Board website. 

The list is current as of December 8, 2021. 
 OTPTAT Board List of Approved Continuing Education 

Courses 
 
 
The OTPTAT 
Board office will 
be closed on, 
December 24  in 
observance of 
Christmas and, 

December 31 for 
New Years Day. 

 

SECTION MEETINGS 

January 20, 2022 

Vern Riffe Center, 19th floor 

77 South High Street, Columbus, OH 

OT Section– Room 1914 9:00 AM 

Call in (audio only) 

tel:+16147212972,,692512579# 

 

PT Section– Room  1948 9:00 AM 

Call in (audio only)  

tel:+16147212972,,330490041# 

 

AT Section– Room 1918 8:30am 

Call in (audio only) 

tel:+16147212972,,473818145# 

https://otptat.ohio.gov/Portals/0/ce/CE%20Report%20as%20of%2012.8.21.pdf?ver=-Mwam6_1AfOdN6XQfS1GsA%3d%3d
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Portals/0/ce/CE%20Report%20as%20of%2012.8.21.pdf?ver=-Mwam6_1AfOdN6XQfS1GsA%3d%3d
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Portals/0/ce/CE%20Report%20as%20of%2012.8.21.pdf?ver=-Mwam6_1AfOdN6XQfS1GsA%3d%3d


 

 

 

Ohio law, also known as the Ohio Revised Code, is amplified by administrative rules created 
by state agencies. A guide for promulgating rules changes for the Occupational Therapy, 
Physical Therapy, and Athletic Trainers Board is detailed in the OTPTAT Guide to Rulemaking. 

The Physical Therapy Section of the OTPTAT Board seeks your comments and feedback on the following proposed rule which is being 
submitted for early stakeholder review. Please review the language of the rule below by clicking on the link to open a pdf version of the 
rules. Submit your comments to rules@otptat.ohio.gov. Include contact information with your name, phone number, email address, 
and license type (if applicable).  

 
The Occupational Therapy Section of the OTPTAT Board seeks your comments and feedback on the following proposed rule which is 
being submitted for early stakeholder review. Please review the language of the rule below by clicking on the link to open a pdf version 
of the rules. Submit your comments to rules@otptat.ohio.gov. Include contact information with your name, phone number, email 
address, and license type (if applicable).  

 The Athletic Trainers Section of the OTPTAT Board seeks your comments and feedback on the following proposed rules which are being 

submitted for early stakeholder review. These rules are being proposed for change as a result of the passage of House Bill 176 

(Carfagna, Hall), which amends the Athletic Training practice act for Ohio effective January 25, 2022. Please review the language of the 

rules below by clicking on the link to open a pdf version of the rules. Submit your comments to rules@otptat.ohio.gov. Include contact 

information with your name, phone number, email address, and license type (if applicable).  

Continued on next page. 

Rule Number Title Summary of Changes 

 4755-23-08  
Continuing  
Education 

Changes to this rule include: 

1. A restatement of the statutory exemption from continuing education requirements for first time 
renewals. (ORC 4755.51 and 4755.511) 

2. Continuing education requirements for a license reinstated for twelve months or less are re-

duced by half. Reinstatements must show full compliance with continuing education in order to 

make the license active again. Requiring an additional full continuing education requirement with 

less than a year left before renewal is burdensome. This change is intended to reduce that burden. 

Rule Number Title Summary of Changes 

4755-7-04 Supervision

Makes changes to the qualifications needed to supervise students for fieldwork.  

1. A level I fieldwork student OT or OTA may be supervised by any professional who understands 
the program requirements per the ACOTE standards. Previously the rule required supervision by an 
OT or OTA with one year experience. 

2. A level II fieldwork OT student must be supervised by an OT with at least one year of clinical 
practice. 

3. A level II fieldwork OTA student must be supervised by an OT or an OTA with at least one year of 
clinical practice. If supervision is by an OTA, the OT also must have at least one year of clinical prac-
tice. These changes more closely align with ACOTE standards for program accreditation. 

Rule Number Title Summary of Changes 

4755-41-01 
Code of 
Ethical 
Conduct 

Changes include: 
1. Reference to the updated “Professional Practice and Discipline Guidelines and Procedures,” 
effective January 1, 2020 from the Board of Certification, Inc. 
2. Correcting a cross reference that has changed as a result of House Bill 176. 
3. Updating the rules around sexual misconduct to match changes to the statute as a result of 
House Bill 119, which passed last year. 
4. Corrects a typographical error (missing word). 

4755-41-04 
Scope of 
Practice 

This new rule defines the scope of practice for those practicing with a collaboration agreement 
with a physician versus those who are not. 

https://otptat.ohio.gov/Portals/0/Rules/OTPTAT%20Guide%20to%20Rule%20Making%20December%202019.pdf?ver=2019-12-24-113831-503
mailto:rules@otptat.ohio.gov
mailto:rules@otptat.ohio.gov
mailto:rules@otptat.ohio.gov
https://otptat.ohio.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=AeBLf56kkcE%3d&portalid=0
https://otptat.ohio.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=K4bS38cbOYo%3d&portalid=0
https://otptat.ohio.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=_2Mw_24TOlY%3d&portalid=0
https://otptat.ohio.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=cGOk0KO913A%3d&portalid=0


 

Formal Board Actions Taken by the Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy,  
and Athletic Trainers Board  

November 2021  

 

Nathan Edwards  Sanction: Pay a fine of $700.00; develop a Personal Plan of Action to ensure future compliance of renewal procedures; 
OT011622  provide a copy of the consent agreement to any current and future employers. 
   Basis for Action:  Edwards engaged in the practice of occupational therapy when he did not hold a valid license to  
   practice as an occupational therapist in the State of Ohio. Said conduct constitutes a violation of the Ohio Rev. Code  
   4755.11 (A)(2), (3), & (14) and 4755.05, and Ohio Administrative Code 4755-7-08 (A)(4)(b).  
   Board Action Date: 11/16/2021 
 

Jeremiah Allen  Sanction: Written reprimand; pay a fine of $500.00; unconditionally pass PROBE course; provide  copy of the consent 
PTA01169  agreement to any current and future employers 
    Basis for Action: Allen throughout 2020 and 2021 failed to conform to the minimal standard of care for a PTA by  
   conducting spinal manipulation treatments on multiple patients. Allen lacked the proper training and education to  
   perform spinal manipulation treatments and spinal manipulation is outside the scope of practice for a PTA.  Furthermore, 
   Allen posted videos of some of the aforementioned treatments to his social media accounts. Said conduct is a violation of 
   Ohio Revised Code sections 4755.47 (A)(12), (A)(13) & (A)(28) and Administrative Code § 4755-27-05 (B)(5)(b)& (B)(5)(g).
   Board Action Date: 11/17/2021 

 
Ann Bobalik  Sanction:  Pay a $1,00 fine; submit 24 hours pf continuing education; provide a copy off the consent agreement to any 
PT004530  current and future employers 

Basis for Action: Bobalik provided zero (0) contact hours of continuing education completion within the continuing education 
reporting period of February 1, 2018, to January 31, 2020.  
Board Action Date: 11/17/2021 
 

Cecelia Burnfield   Sanction: Voluntary surrender/simultaneous revocation. 
PT002957  Basis for Action: Burnfield provided zero (0) contact hours of continuing education completion within the  
   continuing education reporting period of February 1, 2018, to January 31, 2020. 
   Board Action Date: 11/17/2021 

  

Mary Houk  Sanction: Pay a fine of $75.00; shall complete three (3) contact hours for Ohio approved continuing education; 
PT001053  provide a copy of the consent agreement to any current and future employers. 
   Basis for Action: Houk provided twenty-one (21) contact hours of Ohio approved continuing education within t
   the continuing education reporting period of February 1, 2018 to January 31, 2020.  
   Board Action Date: 11/17/2021 
 
Kathleen McNeal  Sanction: Voluntary surrender/simultaneous revocation.  
PT001053  Basis for Action:  McNeal provided zero (0) contact hours of continuing education completion within the continuing 
   education reporting period of February 1, 2018, to January 31, 2020. 
   Board Action Date: 11/17/2021 

Rule Number Title Summary of Changes 

4755-42-02 Referring Practitioner 
House Bill 176 makes changes to the list of referring practitioners to explicitly refer to other athletic 
trainers, physician assistants, and certified nurse practitioners. This rule has been updated with 
those changes. 

4755-43-11 Approval of an event 
Corrects a cross reference that has changed as a result of House Bill 176. 
  

4755-46-02 
Athletic Training Stu-
dents 

Changes include: 
1. Clarifying changes to the definition of a student. 
2. A provision requiring an athletic trainer who is supervising a student athletic trainer to be able to 
demonstrate knowledge and competency in any procedure or services delegated to the student. 

OTPTAT Board  

 77 S. High Street, 16th Floor • Columbus, Ohio 43215-6108  Tel: (614) 466-3774 • TTY: (877) 644-6826  

https://otptat.ohio.gov/Consumers/Enforcement
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Consumers/Enforcement
https://otptat.ohio.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=8lptOUuYiY0%3d&portalid=0
https://otptat.ohio.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=QHqDdXMgaV8%3d&portalid=0
https://otptat.ohio.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=I612jcnD0uI%3d&portalid=0
https://otptat.ohio.gov/


 

Telehealth Response 
 

Telehealth is permitted under all practice acts for 

occupational therapy, physical therapy, athletic trainers, 

orthotics, prosthetics, and pedorthics. Each of the 

professional sections have offered advice on how to 

practice telehealth. Their responses are based upon the 

Ohio Revised Code Chapter  4755. You can find their 

responses 

here.  

Physical Therapy License Renewal  

The current renewal cycle for physical therapist licenses will end 

on January 31,2022.  You can renew your license via  http://

elicense.ohio.gov.  Please keep in mind that there are no late re-

newals.  As a reminder, PTs are required to complete the jurispru-

dence assessment module 

as a condition of renewal. 

This module will also count 

as two continuing educa-

tion hours. First time re-

newals do not have a con-

tinuing education require-

ment. 

We have recently updated the cur-

rent list of accredited PT/PTA, OT/

OTA, and AT schools within the State 

of Ohio. You can find the lists on the OTPTAT Board website or by 

clicking the links below. 

 https://otptat.ohio.gov/PT-Programs  

 https://otptat.ohio.gov/OT-Programs 

 https://otptat.ohio.gov/AT-Programs 

 

The OTPTAT Board is excited 

to announce the following 

appointments for three-year 

terms to the OTPTAT Board by 

Governor Mike DeWine: 

 

Nichole Dearth, OT—OT Section 

 

Recently reappointed members include: 

Tony Ganim, PT 

Gary Lake, AT 

Karen McIntyre, PT 

The full Board roster may be found at:  

https://otptat.ohio.gov/Board-Member-Roster 

 

 

 

 
The Board would also like to thank Linda 
Pax Lowes , PT for her dedication and 
service to the OTPTAT Board. Linda’s 
experience and wealth of knowledge 
was of tremendous benefit to the PT 
Section. 

 

I n t roduc t i on  

Aariann Felix is the newest member of the 

Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical 

Therapy and Athletic Trainers Board as 

an Executive Assistant. Aariann received 

her Bachelor of Arts in Public Manage-

ment, Leadership, and Policy from The 

Ohio State University. After graduating, 

Aariann worked as a legislative aide with-

in the Ohio Senate, and was later em-

ployed with the School of Health and Re-

habilitation Sciences at Ohio State Uni-

versity Wexner Medical Center. Aariann enjoys spending time with 

family in her hometown of Zanesville, OH and traveling to explore 

different areas around the state. She is also an avid reader, and 

likes trying out new recipes. Aariann is excited to learn more about 

how Ohio’s rules and regulations affect professions within Occupa-

tional Therapy, Physical Therapy, Athletic Training, Orthotics, 

Perdorthics, and Prosthetics.  

 

 

https://otptat.ohio.gov/Portals/0/OTPTAT%20Board%20-%20telehealth%20Sept%202021%20changes.pdf?ver=kivKu5LuV0dsrq_c3zesow%3d%3d
http://elicense.ohio.gov
http://elicense.ohio.gov
https://otptat.ohio.gov/PT-Programs
https://otptat.ohio.gov/OT-Programs
https://otptat.ohio.gov/AT-Programs
https://otptat.ohio.gov/OT-Programs
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Board-Member-Roster

